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BRI:
• "Silk Road Economic Belt" 
• "Maritime Silk Road" 

The “five connectivity”:
• Policy coordination
• Facilities connectivity (infrastructure) 
• Unimpeded trade 
• Financial integration
• People-to-people bond

Physical (“hard”) and psychical (“soft”) infrastructure 





The Supportive Attitude of the Hungarian Government 

‘Bridge’ or ‘gateway’ between the EU and China 

• The good political relation with China

• Low labour costs compared to the EU average

• Entering into the Hungarian markets will also mean an access to 
EU markets for the Chinese companies 

• The favourable geographical position of the region

• Strong industrial capacity (Part of the German-CEE Industrial 
core)

• Competitive services (e.g. customs service)?





BRI as a positive factor for CEE countries

Simulated results in trade growth for reduction of transportation 

cost: the Top 10 countries. Source: Herrero–Xu, 2016. 10.



• 3,673 freight trains 
in 2017 (200,000 
TEU)

• 4% of overall EU-
China trade in 2016 
(US$ 22.9 billion) 

• Added value for the 
EU states: US$ 0.28 
billion(72% tariff 
settlements; 17% by 
logistic services; 5% 
rail infrastructure 
and rolling stock 
available to 
contractors)

Economic logic?



China-Europe Land-Sea Express Line

• Maritime transport from 

China to the EU border by 

around – 8-12 days

• COSCO: 8 freight trains/week 

from Piraeus 35,000 TEU a 

year),Transshipped total: 

200,000 TEU/year



The role of Piraeus

Source: Eurostat, 2017



Made in China 2025

Source: People’s Daily



Countries mostly affected by the 
Made in China Program



Conclusion

•Complex effects and changing environment

•Hungary must not see the BRI initiative just 

through their own hopes: planning and 

setting of realistic targets on both sides are 

necessary 



Thank you for your attention!
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